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KRONIKA 
“ngeanrandhscid 
24 Proindependence movement Sajudis sweeps elections to 
Lidsaanian Supreme Soviet winning about 80 per cent ofthe 141-seat 
parliament. 


MARCH 
4 , 8, 10 Run-off elections held. Final results give Sajudis a 


ROR as oar 


\judis/LCP overlap, 4 CPSU, and 5 
independents. New elections will be held in 8 districts April 7. 


Sn 
meeting of new Parliament. Approves strategy of declaring independ- 
ence during first session; plans to hold next Sajudis Congress in end of 


10 First session of the newly elected Lithuanian parliament 
(Supreme Council) begins at 21:00. 133 deputies are registered. 

11 Session continues from 10-00. Vytautas Landsbergis (chairman 
plete ge peep Maen: A E ere my 
gas vate ci SLDS sane LCE eas Algae Daata: Now 
nated by Česlovas Stankevicias and 


Bronius Kuzmickas, 
Kazimieras Motieka are elected to the Presidium. Liudvikas Sabutis is 


pendent state; affirms thatthe last constitution of the Repub- 
Tr of bums (1938) at owe legally tera mdi line 
the fifth suspends the 1938 Constitution and adopts a more workable, 
interim basic law that will be in force until a new Constitution is pre- 
pared. (sce article page 5) The first two documents are voted on and 
adopted separately, while the last three are voted on together, at 10:44 
PM the unanimously declares the re-establishment of the in- 
dependent Republic of Lithuania (with six abstentions). 

13 Local KGB chief General E. Eismuntas resigns. 

17 The first reports of unusual military activity in Lithuania in- 


territories may be clesacd eres. Res Aaa ee 
over V NISE for en bour. dorm thousands of leaflets inviting the 
City’s residents to participate in a pro-Soviet rally the next day. All tele- 
communication to the West is blocked for the next few days. 
Prunskiene is elected Prime Minister. 


18 Four high level officer from the Balic Regional Command of 


requesting that Presidential rule be imposed in Lithuania to defend the 
rights of Soviet citizens against the newly established “bourgeois fas- 
cist regime". 

20 The Baltic Region Military Command announces that all Lithu- 
anian soldiers who have left the Soviet Army must retum to their divisi- 
ons by March 24 or else"measures will be taken to retum them by 
force". 

21 Lithuanian government reports that over 300 Lithuanians who 
have deserted the Soviet Army are registered with the Supreme Coun- 
cil's Commission on Soviet Military Service and that over 600 more are: 
presently y in Lithuania, (There are over 40,000 Lithuanian citizens serv- 
ing in the Soviet Army.) p 

Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev issues a decree demanding 
that the Lithuanian goverment take the necessary measures 10 ensure 
the rights of Soviet citizens and to guarantee that the sovereignty of the 
i i including: the augmen- 


ing his unit in Estonia to visit his parents in 
press time, the youth is being held in the Vilnius Military Police Gar- 
rison, and access to him has been denied to representatives of the Lithu- 
anian government. 

President Gorbachev sends a telegram to Lithuanian Presi- 


government report on the implementation of this demand within two 
days. 


In the election results listed in the March 2 issue of The 
Lithuanian Review, Lithuanian Communist Party First Secretary 
Algirdas Brazauskas and Secretary Justas Paleckis (as well as 
several other LCP memebers) were incorrectly and unintention- 
a as members of the Communist Party of the Soviet Un- 


Mr, Neal Ascherson, for a hi rl ae 
line tn the airar The Lith uahla Review a serib 
fam aa Engle Me Antaa fi CAAA 
ERRATUM 
3 of the March 2 issue of The Lithuanian Review, 
be POAC i Oe ethnic Russians in Lith: 


listed as 6.4 per cent. 
of the 


uania was ly 
to the 1989 census, 9.4 cent 
cl al 


Reclaiming 
=| Independence 


Two weeks ago, the democratically 
elected representatives of the citizens of 
Lithuania voted to re-establish the iode- 
pendence that they have Poh bm re 
restore ever since the Second World Wer, 


territory that 
the Black seas, the Lithuanians have long 
their status as one of the small- 


—_ 


soar succeed. 

In voting to re-establish the inde- 
pendence of their state, the new leaders of 
this country fulfilled the mandate that an 
overwhelming majority of the Lithuanian 
electorate gave them, 

More anything, the Lithuanian 
Supreme Council's March 11 declaration 
was an act of self-affirmation. Not in it- 
self an appeal to the nations of "the 
West", but a firm expression of the will to 
control their own destiny. 


torical or political 

However noble = Lithuanian 
struggle for freedom may be, in principle 
or in the eyes of the world, its outcome 
will be determined by others — and per- 
haps by political convenience rather than 

principles. 

The fate of this country now hangs on 
a thread, The Lithuanian people took this 
tisk because they had to. Their survival 
now depends on the good will of those 
larger nations that have the power to 
ensure iL 


turn in the 
polite event. While Lithuanians close! 


nuena history was adirar 
ears, only a small crowd 


the mest significant 
than 1,000) had 


watched 

is historic event on television, the absence of the us: massive 
crowds of the pro-i movement was disquieting. 

less, in a final expression of popular i Stalwart crown liter- 

the changing of symbols into their own hands. Within minutes 

e eraran oa aceno, tie emblem of Soviet ruie which 
been ar the entrance upreme Council 

nally came down. ar 


March 22, 1990: Lithuanian Statement to Gorbachev 


The following communication was 
transmitted by telegram on March 22, 1990 
from the President of the Supreme Council 
of the Republic of Lithuania, Vytautas 
Landsbergis, to the Supreme Soviet of the 
USSR. The original document was hand- 
delivered to the Supreme Soviet of the 
USSR In Moscow on March 23, 1990. 


internationally recognized 
member of the League of Nations until its 
forcible by the armed forces of the 
USSR in June, 1940, pursuant to the secret 
protocols of the Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression 
Pact of August 23, 1939, 

‘The annexation of Lithuania by the USSR 
violated the terms of Lenin's Declaration of 
Righis of the Peoples of Russia of November 
15, 1917; the Soviet-Lithuanian Peace Treaty 
of July 12, 1920; the Lithuanian-Soviet Treaty 
of Non-Aggression of September 28, 1926; the 
Kellogg Briand Pact of 1929; the Lithuanian- 
Soviet Mutual Assistance Pact of October 10, 
1939; and the Covenant of the League of Na- 
tions. The annexation and occupation of Lithu- 
ania, and its neighbors Estonia and Latvia has 
been reviewed and denounced as a flagrant 
breach of intemational law by the former Su- 
preme Soviet of Lithuania, as well as the Su- 
preme Sovicts of Estonia and Latvia, the par- 
liament of the Republic of Poland, and the As- 
semblies of the Council of Europe and the Eu- 


ropean Parliament. A similar action was 
taken by the USSR Congress of People's 
Deputies on December 24, 1989. 

In light of the fact that Lithuania had 
come under Soviet occupation by June 
1940, all subsequent actions of Soviet au- 
ee in yon designed to rage 


TEE 
erare ana anp rig pa 
of the Soviet of the USSR and 
that international 


the Su- 
declared in its 1920 Peace 


‘ore follows that 


i wine respect to appetite territory. 


The Goverment of the blic of 


Lithuania wishes to inform the 


constitutional provision, the well-known 
Soviet Constitutional expert Alexander 
Taiya and other scholars have writ- 


Sos ena epee ape 

valid from the standpoint of Soviet Con- 

Lang prea enep we nah 

by the USSR Congres of People Dp 

ress 

ties in the aforementioned eee 

1990 declaration are irrelevant to a dis- 

cussion of the legal status of Lithuania in 

light of the fact that such articles do not 

modify or restrict the right of self-deter- 
granted by the 


pana or military organs of the 


ISSR to interfere with the enforcement 

Se aa i ee 

viewed as a violation of generally-recog- 
piados a is wemational law in- 

ch 2(4) of the Charter of the 

U Nations, the 

Rights Covenants, the General Treaty for 


fe preted Definition of 
the 1970 United Nations General As- 
sembly jon Declaration on Prin- 
ciples of Law 


International Conceming 
Prey Ate Relations and Cooperation 
Among States. 


continued on page 5 


Building independence: 


Interview conducted by Romas 
Sakadolskis of Voice of America. 


Romas Sakadolskis: A state is considered 
jearen when it poroi s rone af- 
i its forei irs. That is the standard 
fhe Wed Toha is the Lithuanian 
government x control of its affairs at home and 


era Prunskiene: So far we are 
taking the first towards gaining 
control of the internal situation and to set- 
ting ; our own ties with the outside 
world, 


is will not be easy, because we are 
being presented eo the Soviet 
Union rom in pe oral o our son 
, nin upour 
Sey erento sisinevita je We know 
where weare starting from. Weare starti: 


total dependence in every sphere o 
aien even so, we have ahem some 


‘hing the moment when 
to control our borders with 
nion at least in an economic 
sense, inthe sense of controlling the flow of 
goods. The concrete organizational work 
on this is going ahead very quickly. We 
think thata structureofborder posts should 

late ers Covclping t negoti 
eare ing a negotiating strat- 
i îindustdal plants which are 
) disagreements. So far, al- 
though formal negotiations have yet to 
we are going through a phase of 
d our mutual standpoints. The 
Soviet Union, of course, isaccenting ourde- 
viations from the Sdviet constitution and 
angeratevery autonomous step 

we make in any area. 


RS: Do you mean the statement of March 
19 signed by USSR Premier) Nikolai yzhkov? 
rica statements a step forward or a step 
KP: In my understanding, they amount 
to standing on the same spot. The govern- 
ment of the Soviet Union will not be the 


mann 
vernment of the Soviet Union. 
government for some reason in- 
sists that we are trying to cut off our eco- 
nomic ties .On thecontrary, ouractions are 
directed at stabilizing those ties; we are 
doing our best to fulfill this year's agree- 
ments. For instance, yesterday, twelve 
assistant ministers arrived here from 
Moscow and visited local industrial plants. 
When we found out about this, Mr. 
Brazauskas talked to them and told them 
that such activity is inappropriate and even 
unethical; any tative of another 
ent, or in the older variant, any 

tative of Moscow, must inform 
the Lithuanian government when they visit 
here. They did not do so. Our conversation 
with them today madeitclearthat they had 
been misinformed; they had been told that 
our industries were being ordered not to 
fulfill a ents, to cut off economic ties. 
Once we have made the situation clear, I 
hope that there will be fewer incidents of 


the 


RS: How do you plan to react to the un- 
military maneuvers and troop buildup in 


Lithuania? 

KP: This morning I sent a to 
Mikhail Gorbachev, (OSSR Premier ikolai 
Ryzhkov, and defense minister Yazov in 
the name of our government, in which we 
drew attention to these military activities, 
which seem to us unnecessary: tank ma- 
neuvers, the droppi g o primates der 
in the Ignalina ion, all of which local 
residents have found disturbing. We 
S that such activities be halted, 
because the situation in Lithuania is under 
control. We don't need this kind of assis- 
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other states, 

In the te m we also drew attention 
to the fact that our ment must be 
informed of all activities on our territory, 
whether by the military or by various min- 
istries. We asked that all such — be 
resolved by mutual understanding through 


negotiations. 


RS: How long rot pd think it could take 
before iations in? Do you think 
that the kind Bone tta ing and tactics of 
intimidation that we've seen so far will con- 
= long time? 

: I think that these signals, this 
display of strength, will most likely be 
repeated, because a certain degree of ` ini- 
tiative is being shown by middle-level au- 
thorities. It seems to me that all this activ- 
ity, and our relations with Moscow, can 
begin tobe normalized only when the USSR 
Supreme Soviet and the President make a 
decision to begin talks about concrete mat- 
ters. Until then we can only prepare our- 
selves for all sorts of attacks and 
misunderstandings.We just have to 
calmly put up with them , and try to con- 
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pendent state, then it would have been easy 
to justify such an interventionin the of 
the world asa s measure, as an intro- 
duction of law and order, another version 
of events in Tbilisi or Baku. 

To apply such an analogy to Lithuania 
today seems impossibleto me. Theana 
could only be with the Stalinist occupation 
of 1940, and in that instance the Soviet 
Union would forfeit the trust it has won 
inthe world, would forfeit many ties. We 
believe that the world would respond to 
such a new occupation severely, 
Considering the situation which the Soviet 
Union is in today, the political and eco- 
nomic crisis, and considering the financial 
help the Soviet Union needs, such an inter- 
vention would only deepen the crisis and 
bring total collapse closer. 

believe that Mikhail Gorbachev is a 
rational man, that he understands that an 
ind: dent Lithuania is in his own coun- 
try's long-term interest. Now that he has 
the presidency and a t deal of execu- 
tive power in his s, | believe that he 
would not takesucha step, because he has 
been quite determined to democratize his 


Kazimiera Prunskiene, a 47-year-old economist who left the Lithuanian 


Communist Party last week, was Deputy Prime Minister in charge of Econom-: 


ics for the last eight months. 


On March 17 she was elected Prime Minister of the Republic of Lithuania.’ 


tinue the political, legal, and parliamenta 
dialogue we have fad up until now with 
Moscow. 

Nevertheless, we have repeatedly ap- 
pealed to the people of Lithuania to remain 
calm. W e have emphasized the need to 
avoid provocations. Any deviation from 
the law or from ethical norms could have 

serious consequences. We have to 
emicrstond this. Especially while negotia- 
tions have not begun. 

RS: Ihave to ask a question which is being 
asked by people around the world: is military 
intervention by Moscow perl 

KP: Today it would be hard to believe 
that, having goné this far, a mili inter- 
vention would suddenly happen. Ifa few 
months ago we were demanding eco- 
nomic sovereignty and more control over 
army service, and the world did not know 
about our goal of reestablishing an inde- 
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Photograph by Z. Nekrosius 


ties with the world. To change this direc- 

tion today, and to hang on to the Baltic 

republics by sheer force, would be too 

great a sacrifice in the long term. He isa 

sufficiently intelligent politician not to do 
is. 


RS: The Council of Ministers is subordi- 
nate to the Supreme Council (or parliament). 
Does this problems for you in organizin: 
anexecutive when this ination is soclear 

KP: That's a very good question, be- 
cause some kind of ce of power is 
necessary between the legislative branch 
and the executive. In the present situation, 
with a legislature in placeand an executive 
not yet formed, the parliament is becomi 
accustomed to taking over direct contro 
which should be the competence of the 
executive, the Council of Ministers. It's 
clear that this problem will persist: that the 
leading members of parliament willattempt 


an interview with Lithuania's 
new Prime Minister 


I would disa 
tion of sul 


bers and non Communists, Many of the 
most active le, those with experience 
in various er onder most often required 
to join the Party in order to occupy those 
posts in the first place, Among them are 
many people whose thinking is radical, 
who strive sincerely for Lithuania's inde- 

dence. To keep them away simply 

use of Party membership would be 
meaningless. Many of them made use of 
their Party membership only in the most 


formal sense. 

RS: A personal ion: shortly before 
submitting your candis for Prime Minton, 
you handed in your Party card. Why 
did you do it —— that time? 

: I think that it's always possible to 
find ents to thing one or an- 
other. I had come to this decision consid- 


erably earlier. I was thinking about it on the 
eveoftheelections, but it seemed tomethat 
suchanactionatthattime would beseenas 


the between the Sajudis and Com- 
munist Party factions inthe parliament was 
at its height. The Communist deputi 


leputies, 
especially (Second Secretary) V.Beriozov, 
were g fora referendum onthe preši- 
dency. It wasa rather distasteful confronta- 
tion. And it was impossible for me to be 
part of both factions at once, to bring the 
two positions into harmony in evena mini- 
mal way. My position and my electoral 
platform were those of Sajudis, and when 
a conflict arose, I had to makea choice. On 
March 13 it was not clear to any- 
one how the issue of the Prime Minister- 
ship would be settled. 

Fe was clear to me that whether I quit 
the Party a few days earlier or later would 
not affect the way Sajudis deputies would 
vote for me. They would vote for or against 
me as an individual. The Communist 
Party deputies, on the other hand, would 
treat me as someone who had betrayed 
them. > giving E uya Party membership 
probabiy only reduc my support in 
parliament. 


: Of course, we can't expect that the 
world will instantly grant our new govern- 
ment de jure recognition. That is some- 
thing we could expect only at the conclu- 
sion of a treaty with the USSR, after nego- 
tiations. In the meantime, the world com- 
munity could help initiate negoti: ions, help 
them proceed in a favourable way. Most 
satanen a around the 
wo: ve te su ive. 
could now take various si traji ai 
T e de fado me ion, not dip- 
omatic recognition, but to start i 
agreements of different kinds of cone 
tion with us, setting up various ki of 
institutions, which would imply a certain 
level of ties between 
could be granted membership in the Nor- 
brad Council, for example; that would be 
close to ing us ition, but it 
would Ert be Petting the ether 
ments at risk in any way. When thiskind of 
de facto recognition will be broad enough, 
I think that the USSR will be more likely to 
accept us as negotiating partners. 
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The Republic of Lithuania: 


A case for international recognition 


erial to the Lruanian Review 


Itis important to differentiate between 
the recognition of a state, and the x 
tion of a particular government of such a 
state. From 1920 to 1922 the Lithuanian 
state, thatis, the Republicof Lithuania, was 
recognizedde jure (meaning “according to 


law”, as 0] to mere recognition de 
facto, mea! “in fact”) by the USSR, the 
United States, by the member- states of the 


Leagueof Nations, and by man otherstates 
around the world, . fose cates which 
established relations with Lithuania, the 
Lithuanian state reflected the will of the 
Lithuanian people at the time on the basis 
of the doctrine of self-determination. 

During the 1920s and 30s, the doctrine 
of non-recognition of forcible seizure of ter- 


. Therefore, when t 
Union invaded Lithuania in the summer of 
1940, pursuant to the terms of the Molotov- 
Ribbentrop Pact of 1939, world nations 
pates to recognize S the annexation 
of uanią, or PPE RNE 
nt setup on Lithuanian terii 7 the so- 
called Lithuanian Soviet Socialist blic. 
For those nations which complied with 
thedictatesofinternational law, and there- 
fore refused ition to the Soviet con- 
of Lithuania, the Lithuanian state 
continued to exist de jure, as a subject of 
international law. Defacto, thegovernment 
of Lithuania had ceased to exist on Lithu- 
anian territory, but it did have some gov- 
ermmental that continued to func- 
tion abroad, for instance the legations of 
Lithuania in Washington, Toronto, Lon- 
don and Rome. 


Li 

B arn of Lithuania on Lithuanian 

» andelected a gove a 
tionis presented as to whether ti - 
lar government, as op i to the stafe 
which has always enjoyed de jure continu- 
ity, should receive eitherde facto orde jure 
recognition by other states. 


De facto recognition 
nal law by the British scholar L. Oppen- 
tio w e British scho! pen- 
heim, the author states; 
De facto ition of a State or gov- 
ernment takes place when, inthe view 
of the recognising State, the new au- 
thority, although actually independ- 
ent and wielding effective power in 
the territory under its control, has not 
acquired sufficient stability or does 
not as yet offer prospects of comply- 
ing with other i 


ents of recog- 
nition suchas willingness orability to 
fulfil international obligations. Thus, 


Poeni in the first Istance as de 
nm ce as de 
facto i final 


The situation today is analogous to the 
situation which Rater in Europe after 
the First World War, since Lithuania has a 
effective power thro most of its ter- 


ritory. However, becausenegotiations with 
ae ene mir ppa Oppeiuaats weeds 
l, s S, 

reuthelent Pome nor does Ke yet offer 
com ot! uire- 

ska sara Pln. Fak as an ability to 
sera epyriptian teed arag baarr Ae 
seems aj upon the evident 
erde of half etermination that has 


occured in Lithuania, that the Landsbergis 
government be granted de facto recogni- 


tion. De ji recognition mi t lly be 

withheld, since Seameacne thea 

rent government cannot be predicted. In 
notes: 


this 7 
Recognition de facto is, in essence, 
provisionaland liableto be withdrawn 
if the absent requirements of recogni- 
tion fail to materialise. It is indistin- 

shable from de ji ition 
inasmuch as the legislative other 
internal measures of the authority 
i de facto are, before the 
courts of the recognising State, treated 
on the same footing as those of a State 


soil, 
7 theques~~ ~~ 


Washington and in o! 


or Government recognised de jure. 
Similarly, a State or Government 
recognised de facto enjoys jurisdic- 
tional immunity in the courts of there- 
cognising State. [....] According to the 

ctise of some countries, including 
Breat Britain, de facto nition 
does not, as a rule, bring about either 
full diplomatic intercourse or the con- 
ferment of diplomatic immunities 
upon the representatives ofthe defacto 
government? 


One consequence of de facto recogni- 
tion of the Landsbergis government would 
be that its laws would be treated with a 
certain d of recognition in the courts 
of the states which have recognized 
Lithuania de facto. On the other hand, de 
facto recognition of the Republic of Lithu- 
ania would not entitle the Lithuanian gov- 
ernment to any assets of the Republic of 
Lithuania that may be located abroad, such 
asmonetary reserves currently held in trust 
by foreign governments. Thoseassets would 
be vested in the Republic of Lithuania onl 
when it was able to secure de jure recogni- 
tion. 


De jure recognition 
When a go = ent is t ized de 
jure, several s cant consequences 0c- 
cur. According to Oppenheim, these in- 
clude: r 
1)thenew government, recognized de 
j res the capacity to enter 
into diplomatic relations with other 
states and to make treaties with them; 
2) within limitations which are far from 
being clear, former treaties (if any) 
concluded between the two States, 
assuming it to be an old State and not 
a newl rn one, are automatically 
lies amd one ee 
ereby ai eright...ofsuingin 
the ete law of the recognistn 
State; 4) it thereb for i 


te recognisingit...5)Italso becomes 
entitled to demand and receive pos- 
session of property situate within the 
jurisdiction of a tecognisng. State, 
which formerly belonged to the pre- 
ceding Government at the time of its 
su ion. 6) Recognition being 
retroactive and dating back to the 
moment at which the newly recogni- 
sed Government established itself in 
power, its effect is to preclude the 
courts of law of the ising State 
from questioning the legality or valid- 
ity of the acts both législative and 
executive, past and future, of that 
Government;it therefore validates, so 
far as concerns those courts of law, 
certain transfers of ns and other 
transactions which before recognition 
they would have treated as invalid? 


The most important as of de jure 
idom is ofouree, the fulldi bralk 


galakan can now be catan shed by 

e ized government with a reog 

Hepa}: chlo ps Inthis case, the Repu 
co 


thuania already has an emissary in 
er cities around the 
world. The question therefore appears to 
be whether nations such as Canada, the 
United States, or Great Britain would in fact 
reciprocate and send diplomatic represen- 
tatives to Lithuania. 

A second important element of de j 
a is the revival of treaties. The 
Republic of Lithuania has treaties with 
many states around the world. In particu- 
lar, ithas what is knownas “Most Favoured 
Nation” treaties, which are essentially 
commercial in nature, and which provide 
that Lithuanian goods can be exported, to, 
say, Poland, Hungary, Germany, or France, 
on equal terms with products that would 
beimported into Lithuania. In other words, 
no discrimination is permitted with respect 
to apor and imports. This is very impor- 
tant for Lithuania, particularly in light of 
the fact that it is not a member of the Gen- 
eral ent on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), which was executed in 1947, after 
Lithuania’s annexation. 


A valid distinction? 

Why is itimportant to maintain the dis- 
tinction between de facto and de jure rec- 
ognition? There are a number of reasons. 

aa recognition of governments is a 
political act, as opposed to non-recognition 
of forcible seizure of territory which is a 
mandated si bag international law. 
Ifyouapply the “principle of universality”, 


that any state which has control of its terri- 
tory is entitled to recognition, then, one 
must be prepared to admit that a state 
which has been annexed in violation of 
international law, and in which a puppet 
overnment has been set up, might auto- 
fnatically be entitled to full recognition. 
The problems inherent in the “universality 
rinciple" are evident if you review the 
innish approach to the annexation of the 
Baltic states: the Finnish government never 
withheld recognition from the Soviet re- 
mes in the three Baltic countries which 
ad repressed the peopleof the Baltic states 
for years, Instead of using its influence to 
mitigate Soviet policy in the Baltic states, 
the Finnish state and Finnish corporations 
exploited the subjugated status of the Bal- 
tic peoples to produce profits and trade for 
the Finnish economy. Such recognition of 
the legitimacy of a foreign pul regime, 
and the derivation of pena ts Horefromn, is 
at odds with the principle of international 
law which pane that ee ee not 
uce | rights - ex injuria jus non 
ees a eel arent Roman maxim. _ 
” eed prindpie of de brig recognition is 
so nt because il govern- 
ment the op on of throwing its political 
s rt behind a new government which 
does not yet havea great deal of of stability, 
with the possibility of withdrawing that 
recognition if that such a government Is 
later overthrown. The principle of de facto 
recognition therefore provides a certain 
degree of diplomatic flexibility which is not 


- otherwise available s one strictly adheres 


to the “univ loctrine. 
New Lithuanian government 
It is important that the new Landsber- 
is government, which was elected on the 
asis of self-determination, be accorded 
such de facto recognition. This would 
strengthen Vilnius’ position with to 
its negotiating position with Moscow, and 
it would not in be detrimental 


- and its ths nity fromthe .... political diplomatically to those states 
and its property smi earths Heciding to accord such de facto recogni- 


tion-if, forinstance, anti-democratic forces 
were able to take control in Vilnius, the 
foreign de facto recognition could be with- 
drawn. 

At this point, there is no question that 
the Landsbergis government has control of 
much of the territory of Lithuania. The 
requirement for de facto recognition, ac- 
cording to the British Government, is con- 
trol over most of the territory of the coun- 
try. After all, in 1918, when Great Britain 
and other countries in Europe accorded de 
facto recognition to Lithuania, Latvia, and 
Estonia, they did not have effective control 
over all of their territory. The Red Army 
had invaded from the east, and Germans 
were fighting Balticlegions throughout the 
Baltic region, but Great Britain and other 
nations in the West wanted to senda si 
tothe nascent Baltic governments that such 

overnments truly represented the will of 
the Baltic peoples. 

Today, the political situation is similar 
to that existing in Lithuania in 1918. I be- 
lieve that nations around the world should 
support Mn Landsbergis’ government, and 
grant it de factorecognition, so that treaties 
and former a ents would be revived. 
Ifthe tiations with Moscow aresucces- 
sful, and this government is able to com- 
plete the removal of Soviet governmental 
organs from Lithuania, thenat that point de 
jure recognition would be appropriate. 


Reactions so far 

I willconclude by commenting on some 

of the statements that have been issued by 
ts around the world with re- 
Spect to events in Lithuania. 

The Canadian response to Lithuania’s 
reestablishment of independence has been 
we eros Foreign Minister Joe Clark 

ed upon Moscow to enter into negotia- 
tions with the government of the Republic 
of Lithuania, underscoring the fact that the 
Landsbergis government is based upon the 
results ofa free and fair election andonthe 
will of the Lithuanian people. Mr. Clark 
said that financial aid might be considered 
in the near future, depending on the out- 
come of negotiations with Moscow, and he 
urged the Soviets to end their “occupation” 
of Lithuania. Mr. Clark’s statement 
approximates de facto recognition of the 
Landsbergis government. 

The United States has taken a similar 
position and has called on Lithuania to ne- 
cones treaty with Moscow, has urged the 

viet Union to use peaceful means to nego- 
tiate the transfer of powerin Lithuania, and 
has specifically referred to the government 


The following 
countries do not 
gnize the 


reco; 
Soviet annexation of 
the Baltic republics: 
Australia 
Belgium 
Brazil 
Canada 
Columbia 
Costa Rica 
Czechoslovakia 
Denmark 


Federal Republic 
of Germany 


France 

Greece 

Guatemala 
Ireland 


Japan 
Luxemburg 
Norway 
Phillipines 
Poland 
Portugal 
Republic of China 
Spain 
Switzerland 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Turkey 
United Kingdom 
United States of 
America 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 


of the Republic of Lithuania, an implicit 
statement of de facto recogniti 


ion. 

Although the Swedes base their view of 

recognition on thetenets of the universalit 
doctrine discussed above, the Swedish 
position was also favourable, again 
k to the principle of self-determina- 
tion, and the near-unanimous decision of 
the Lithuanian pepe to re-build an inde- 
dent state. onl lem with the 
wedish statement is it fails to refer to 
the fact that the Republic of Lithuania is a 
re-exi state with a new ent. 
e United States and Canada, and France, 
however, have speci referred to the 
fact that the annexation of Lithuania was 
never i and that therefore the 
Republic of Lithuania continued to exist de 
jure. Thus, such statements implicitly 
aknowledgethe fact that there has occurred 
in Lithuania the rebirth of an old state, and 
not the creation of a new one from a partof 


the territory of the Soviet Union. 
William Hough is an atto: ic- 
ing corporate and international U RNE 


York with the firm of. Walter, Conston, 
Alexander & Green and is a member of the 
Lawyers’ Committee for Human Rights. 


AL Oppenheim, International Law: A Trea- 
tise, pth Eeation Eel H Lacterpacht (New York: 
agman's, 1948) I, 129-30. bes 
ibid, 131-2 
3 ibid, 1, 132-4 


ADDRESS OF THE SUPREME 
COUNCIL OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
LITHUANIA TO THE NATIONS 

seve OF THE WORLD 
upreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania, 
ha’ proclaimed the athe of the independ- 
ent Lithuanian State and its return to the world com- 
munity of free nations, has faith in the solidarity and 
support of these nations. 
Dur decision is not directed ognina any one nation, 
nor is it against any nationality in Lithuania. This is a 
path that allows us to guarantee the rights of individu- 
als, citizens and national communities in Lithuania, to 
become open to free association, and to offer to contrib- 
ute our commitment and work to the world of justice 
and ranon that is now being created, 
May a and all leo! will help us. 
CHAIRMAN O! THE REME CIL OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA 
VYTAUTAS LANDSBERGIS 
Vilnius, March 11, 1990 


Appeal.of the Supreme Council o 
poe f p f 


epublic of Lithuania 
To the Nations of the USSR 

Lithuania is restoring its statehood. 

In 1940, olowink secret ents between the 
USSR and Germany, Republic of Lithuania became 
a victim of the ìon of the USSR and was an- 
nexed to the Soviet Union. h the USSR’s crimi- 


nal internal policies, hundreds of thousands of Lithu- 
anians and people of other nationalities were subjected 
to repressions, torture and murder, The Lithuanian 
Geary diferentiated the imperialist goals of Party 
i tia e imperialist s o 
aaa from the true interests Fie Russian 


people. 
Reform in the Soviet Union and the battle against 
the bureaucratic command system in Lithuania has 
above all meant the struggle for independence, for 
historical truth. This was ene, poe by the 
results of the democratic elections of the Lithuanian 
SSR e Soviet deputies. We are pursuing inde- 
dence by ceful, constitutional and parliamen- 
ay means. £ are certain Lihat we have not violated 
e interests of any nation. We guarantee every nation- 
ality in Lithuania equal rights in achieving national 
cultural identity. Freedom, democracy, and justice are 
the basis for good brotherly relations with one’s neigh- 
bours and good will on both sides. A good example is 
the july 12, 1920 Lithuania-Russia Peace Treaty. 
, Stability and cooperation remain our basic 
Fen in fulfilling the idea of a common European 
ome. 


The Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania 
appeals to the nations of the USSR, asking them to su 

port our aspirations and to understand our goals, 

which are based on good will. 

VYTAUTAS LANDSBERGIS 

Chairman of the Supreme Council of 

The Republic of Lithuania 

Vilnius, March 12, 1990 


ADDRESS BY THE SUPREME 
COUNCIL OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
LITHUANIA TO ALL OF THE 
CITIZENS OF LITHUANIA 


! Every 
n the statutes of Lithuania, the statutes that 
defend each of our rights and our well-being. We ask 
that Lithuanians, Russians, Poles, elorussians, Jews, 


VYTAUTAS LAND Ee 
i the Supreme Council o! 
Pana ae blic of Lithuania 
VILNIUS, LITHUANIA 

March 17, 1990 


Address of the Supreme Council of 
The Republic of Lithuania 
To the Governments of Democratic 


Nations 

On March 11, 1990, the Supreme Council of the Re- 

public of Lithuania expressed the will of the nation by 

roclaiming the continuation of the independent 
Eithuanian state, which was occupied and annexed by 
the USSR in 1940, 

With this action Lithuania returns to the world 
family of democratic nations and hopes for their kind 
assistance. An important sign of political and moral 
support would be the recognition of the laws and leg- 
islative acts adopted on March 11, 1990 and the recog- 
nition of the new government of Lithuania. This we 


i uest. 
areh VYTAUTAS LANDSBERGIS 
President of the Supreme Council of 
The Republic of Lithuania 
Vilnius, March 17, 1990 


The LITHUANIAN REVIEW, March 23, 1990 


The texts of independence 


The following series of legal acts was adopted on March 11, 1990 by the newly elected legislature and comprise 
the tea basis of the oe tistomcat of the independent Republic of Lithuania. The first two documents were 
adopted separately, while the last three were debated and adopted as a package (see article on facing page). 


DECLARATION ON THE POWERS ENTRUSTED TO 
THE DEPUTIES OF THE LITHUANIAN SSR SUPREME SOVIET 


By the decision of the Lithuanian nation, the independent Lithuanian state was restored on February 16, 1918, 
and confirmed by the resolution of the Constituent Assembly on May 15, 1920 and by the 1922 Constitution of 
the Lithuanian State. It became a full-fledged member of the world community of nations and expressed its 
eae power as a nation through the formation of sovereign institutions of the Lithuanian State until June 


1940. 

On June 15, 1940, through violence and a: ion, the Soviet Union restrained the soverei f the 
nation and illegal incorporated i Lithuania ‘eto the USSR. piers. 2. ties 

ven thou e nation res continuously, this foreign force eventually destroyed the structures 

Lithuanian State, and imposed its own preach upon it. wile 7 = 
ass 1389, as new ae arose, the parori movement for mond independence Ppr to — 
ol , encom the broadest society. The nations’s , expressed openly < 
tions, through exis ing institutions became an e ion of its sovereign power. ap gies 

The im euan or he suca fee upo: nihanja by : na ey should = bei as arec- 
ition of its so over ithuanian nation erri! the state which upon i 
ores recognition x hg anneation, ud) out aie. SR te oii i teat % 

On 4, 1990, during elections e Lithuanian upreme Soviet those residents of Lithuania 
with the right to vote of their rs will presented the elected Lithuanian SSR Su etna 


mandate to restore the Lithuanian State and s the sovereign power (su; p s p f the maa 
or h this Supreme Soviet, which, beginning March 11, 1990, 6: p-m, will fe called the Supreme Council 
of Lithuania. 


LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA 
STATE NAME AND STATE EMBLEM 


In accordance with the act of restoring the independence of the State of Lithuania, itis i portant to observe 
names and symbols that have deep spiritual and political meaning. Empowered by th e will ae omen 
ers of none the Supreme Counc of the Independant Republic of Lithuania, a a 

resolves: 


1. To use "Republic of Lithuania" as the single official name of the State in the Constitution and in other laws 
and legal enactments and "Lithuania" in shorter forms and in co 


c m d names. - 
_2. To continue to use the official state emblem and symbol of the Republic of Lithuania, the "Vytis” (white 
knight on red background). $ 
. To refer to the Lithuanian Su 


preme Soviet as the "Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania.” à 
4. Henceforth to refer to the post of the Lithuanian SSR Supreme Soviet Chairman as the post of the "Chair- 
man of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania.” 


i Ky refer to all further acts of this Supreme Council as "acts of the First Supreme Council of the Republic 
of Lithuania.” 


6. The names of government bodies shall be altered in accordance with the first article of this law. 
7. This law enters into force at the moment of its adoption. 


SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA 
ACT ON THE RESTORATION OF THE LITHUANIAN STATE 


The Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania, prperaring the will of the Nation, resolves and solemnly 
roclaims that the execution of the sovereign power of the Lithuanian State, heretofore constrained by alien 
rces in 1940, is restored, and henceforth Lithuania is once again an ind dent state. 
The February 16, 1918 Act of Independence of the Supreme Council of Lithuania and the May 15, 1920 Con- 
stituent Assembly Resolution on the restoration of a democratic Lithuanian State have never lost their legal force 
and are the constitutional foundation of the Lithuanian State. 


The territory of Lithuania is integral and indivisible, and the Constitution of any other State has no jurisdic- 


tion within it. 


The Lithuanian State emphasizes its adherence to universally recognized princ les of international law, rec- 
ognizes the Flo of the inviolability of borders as formulated in Helsinki in 1975 in the Final Act of the Con- 
ference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, and guarantees the rights of individuals, citizens and ethnic 
communities. 


The Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania, expressing sovereign power, by this act begins to achieve 
the State’s full sovereignty. 


ON THE REINSTATEMENT OF THE MAY 12, 1938 
LITHUANIAN CONSTITUTION 


The Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Lithuania, 
— confinniiig the Lithuanian SSR Supreme Soviet February 7, 1990 resolution “on the liquidation of the 1939 
Germany-USSR agreements and their consequences,” 

— declaring that the May 12, 1938 Lithuanian Constitution was suspended illegally when on June 15, 1940 
the Soviet Union committ eo against the independent Lithuanian State and annexed it, 

— considering the July 21, People’s Assembly to be the instrument for expressing the will of a foreign 
country, and considering its decisions to be illegal, 

— Striving to restore the violated sovereign rights of the Lithuanian Nation and State, 

resolves: 

1. To annul the April 20, 1978 Lithuanian Constitution (Fundamental Law). 

2 To annul the October 7, 1977 USSR Constitution (Fundamental Law), as well as the “Fundamentals of Leg- 
islation of the USSR and Soviet iblics,” insofar as they apply to the Republic of Lithuania. ? 

3. To reinstate the May 12, 1938 Lithuanian Constitution vaoa the Republic of Lithuania, suspending 
those paragraphs and articles governing the status and powers of the President of the Republic, the Assembly, 
the State Council and the State Supervisory Body. N - ; ’ $ 

4. To establish that the reinstatement of the May 12, 1938 Lithuanian Constitution does not in itself reestablish 
other laws in effect in the Republic of Lithuania prior to June 15, 1940. 


LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA ON THE PROVISIONAL 
FUNDAMENTAL LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA ` 
The Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania, consid the necessity of bringing the ps provisions of 


e 
the May 12, 1938 Lithuanian Constitution into accord with today’s nging political, economic and other social 
circumstances, 


resolves: 
1. To suspend the May 12, 1938 Lithuanian Constitution. 
. tify the Provisional Fundamental Law of the Republic of Lithuania. a 
5 To establish that Soviet laws and other legal acts which do not contradict the Provisional Fundamental Law 
of the Republic of Lithuania shall continue in effect in the Republic of Lithuania. 
4. This law enters into force at the moment of its adoption. 


CHAIRMAN OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA 


VYTAUTAS LANDSBERGIS 
SECRETARY OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA 


LIUDVIKAS SABUTIS 
Vilnius, March 11, 1990 


The LITHUANIAN REVIEW, March 23, 1990 ee ee = 
Lithuania: A blueprint for the Soviet future? 


A lawyer's reflections on the declaration of independence 


Lowry Wyman is a lawyer and a Fellow of 
the Russian Research Center at Harvard Uni- 


. She arrived in Lithuania two weeks ago 
and witnessed the declaration of 
issued by the Lithuanian on March 


11. The following interview was conducted nine 
days later, as Moscow was stepping up pressure 
on Lithuanian leaders to go back on their deci- 
sion. 


Question: Could you comment on the way 
in which independence was declared on March 
11 from the point of view of a constitutional 
lawyer? 


A: It’s important to understand (and 
judging from Western press reports I’ve 
seen, alot of people seem not to understand 
this) that what was declared was not seces- 
sion from the Soviet Union, but the restora- 
tion of an independent state which had 
been illegally suppressed. Lithuania did 
not leave the Union, because it never le- 

joined it. This is not just a legalistic 
Tiny avasi OERI Aclaro: The 
dedaration of consisted of 
five documents, and I'd like-to comment 
briefly on each one. 

The firstdocument dealt with the status 
of the deputies to the Supreme Council. 
That document declared that these depu- 
ties were representatives of the people’s 
will and had the mandate to proclaim inde- 

I understand that what was 
meant by the word “mandate” was that 
they were requested by the voters to assert 
independence, not “mandate” in the sense 
that they were permitted to request inde- 


fulfill, so they were required to do so. 

The second document dealt with the 
name and symbols of the republic, and the 
third was the document of the declaration 
of independence, which I have already 
discussed. 

Following the declaration was a docu- 
ment concerning the status of the Lithu- 
anian constitution. The last law which was 

in effect before the Soviet occupation in 
1940 was the 1938 constitution. It was af- 
firmed that this constitution had been prop- 
erly adopted and was valid, and had never 
been rescinded or abrogated voluntarily. 
Now, it was recognized that this 
constitution, as a document having practi- 
cal effect, would be difficult to implement 
because it had old institutions, such as a 
very powerful presidency, which the people 
agreed would not be applicable. The 1938 
constitution was therefore suspended by 
thenew which, as thefirst body 
to express the will of the Lithuanian people 
since 1940, was also the first to be able to 
change or suspend the Lithuanian 
constitution. 


For purposes of continuity, an interim 
basic law was adopted in place of the 1938 
constitution. This interim law was adopted 
with the idea that it would be further 
amended, and eventually set aside and a 
new constitution put in its place. 

The United States did much the same 
thing. We started out with a declaration of 
independence, and we had an interim 
document; wedid not go backtothe Magna 
Carta or some other prior legal act for the 
purpose of establishing a viable working 
document, butthat was partly because there 
were some other documents in effect that 
could be relied upon, and England was not 
considered an occupying country. It was a 
somewhat different situation. But there was 
an interim period during which a basic law 
was in place which everyone recognized 
was not satisfactory, but was a general 
framework through which a consensus 
could be developed. And in time, a true 
constitution, a trueagreement of the people 
for the people was developed. From a legal 


perspective, and from a theoretical per- 
spective, what the Lithuanian parliament 
has done is exactly correct. 


Q: Howdo you react to the USSR Congress 
of People’s Deputies statement that the Lithu- 
anian declaration of independence has no legal 
basis? 

A: How doyou define law? A lawis not 
just something that is written on a piece of 
paper, it’s something which peopleagreeto 
follow and which implies mutual consent. 
When a law is imposed upon another, by 
force rather than by consent, there’s a need 
for some kind of regulatory act. The Baltic 
countries, Lithuania included, havealways 
maintained, and the world recognizes, that 
they never consented to the occupation of 
their country by the Soviet army. The 
Congress of People’s Deputies of the Soviet 
Union itself declared illegal the document 
by which the occcupation was validated in 
a purely formal sense. So I don’t see any 
basis at all on which to the act that 
Lithuania has taken as not legally tenable. 


Q: In the secession law being proposed by 
President Gorbachev, the right to self-determi- 
nation is proposed as the basis for republics 


wishing to leave the union. How does this bear - 


on Lithuania's declaration? 

A: There are two arguments in support 
of the Baltic people’s right to independ- 
ence. The first is the fact that these countries 
were illegally occupied and incorporated 
into the Soviet Union; this is the basis of the 
Lithuanian Supreme Council's declaration 
of independence. The second is the right of 
nations to.self-determination; this is.the 

path insisted upon by Mr. Gorbachev.. 
The right to self-determination is a 
weaker argument, and that is why 


It's important to understand 
that what was declared was not 
secession, but the restoration of 
an independent state which had 
been illegally suppressed. 


Mr.Gorbachev refer to it. The right to self- 
determination is a right which grew out of 
asituation in which there had been colonial 
occupation, and a country which had never 
existed as an independent nation wished to 
establish itself as anindependent nation. Its 
right, in a sense, matured into the right to 
self-determination. That suits Gorbachev 
(or his advisers), because he wants Lithu- 
ania, as a country, to be extinguished, and 
its right to self-determination realized only 
through the mechanism that he provides 
for them in the context of being a territory 
that has been absorbed by another state, 
which through its own largesse will agree 
to some new status. Another aspect of this 
question is that there is an implication that 
there was some implied consent there, 
implied consent to the extent that the big- 
ger country gave the little country some- 
thing. That is one of the arguments that we 
have been reading in the Soviet press oflate 
- that we, the Soviet Union, want to take 
back this and that, we will make the Lithu- 
anians pay, because we have given them 
roads and industry. Legally, that’s bunk. 


Q; Would it be advisable for the Lithuani- 
ans to hold a referendum? 

A: A referendum on the question of 
independenceis not necessary at all. One of 
the key aspects of the decision that the 
people made in this country is to establish 
their own government. They decided they 
would hold elections, and they would elect 
people with a particular point of view, and 
that they would exercise their rights as 
voters in the way an ordinary democratic 
country would do. Through this peaceful 
process, they decided to assert their inde- 


pendence. Thisisa perfectly adequate way; 
to say that they must do it in some other 
way is really aslapinthe face. Itamounts to 
saying: we do not allow you to exercise 
your rights in the way that you choose. The 
fact that an organ of Soviet government 
was used to do this does not affect the 
legitimacy of the declaration either. When 
an occupied people decide to assert their 
independence, the occupying country is 
not in a position to tell them how they can 
do it. 

When the Americans declared inde- 
pendence, they did not take a referendum 
of the entire populace. There were people 
who had a mandate from the people, who 
represented the intellectual elite, and inter- 
estingly, represented to a large extent a 
similar cross- section of people as those in 
the Lithuanian parliament - teachers, law- 
yers, people in commercial activity, and 
farmers, who took it upon themselves to 


declare independence in the name of the “ 


people. 


Q: How does the fact that a significant 
minority of people in Lithuania (perhaps as 
many as 15%) strongly disagree with the goal of 
independence, affect the parliament's decision 
legally? 

A: To demand one hundred percent 
unaniinity in a case like this is unrealistic. 
There .were’-also people who favoured 
England when the American colonies de- 
clared independence. England gave many 
of these people political asylum in Canada. 
But this also does not mean that those who 
are opposed to the will of the majority are 


«going to do:badly. The people who were 


against American independence made 
accomodations and entered into a new 
society. 


Q: How would you respond to this chal- 
lenge if you were in Mr.Gorbachev's shoes? 

A: What bothers me about the dialogue 
between the Soviets and the Lithuanians, is 
that it is a constant effort to try to provoke 


_ some kind of a conflict. The Soviet leaders 


Say: you must take measures to do X,Y,Z; 
please inform us, because if you don’t take 
such measures, then we will. Such bellicose 
statements are absurd. One would think 
that a power the size of the Soviet Union 
would have the wisdom to go about find- 
ing a solution another way. 

It’s important to understand the psy- 
chology behind the Soviet response to the 
Lithuanian declaration. The Soviet Union 
is trying to retain the concept of master and 


continued from page 1 


The Republic of Lithuania in particular 
requests the Supreme Soviet of the USSR to 
urge the Soviet Government to respect the 
tight of Lithuania to control and regulate all 
customs and formalities on its fron- 
tiers with the Kindom of Sweden, the Russian 
S.F.S.R., Poland, Latvia, and the Byelorus- 
sian S.S.R. The Lithuanian Government re- 
minds the Supreme Soviet of the USSR that 
in accordance with the terms of the Helsinki 
Final Act and universally accepted principles 
of international law, including Article 13 of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
all Lithuanian citizens have the right to leave 
Lithuania and return at any time. Any efforts 


other thatn the RSFSR or Byelorussia will be 
viewed as a serious breach of intemational 
legal and human rights norms. 

The aforementioned Resolution of the 
third unscheduled Congress of People's Depu- 
ties of the USSR also alledged that Lithuania 
“ignored” certain unspecified political, eco- 
nomic, social, territorial, legal and other prob- 
lems connected with the re-establishment of 
Lithuanian i The Government of 
the Lithuanian Republic wishes to remind the 


servant, and Lithuania is saying: no, weare 
free people, and as free people we meet you 
on an equal level, and whatever relation- 
ship we have will be defined by our mutual 
interests and by mutual agreement; we are 
not your servants, and you are not our 
master, That is why this is sucha precedent- 
setting situation, because all of the other 
republics are in the same position that the 
Soviet Union wants the Lithuanian repub- 
lic to stay in. Once the Lithuanians are 
treated like emancipated, adult human 
beings, then the other republics will want 
such treatment too. 

According to the new secession law 
being drafted in Moscow, all republics will 
have to be consulted when one republic 


Lithuania is only a dry run for 
the most fundamental problems 
of the Soviet Union. 


—————— 


wishes to leave. Lithuania, Latvia, and 
Estonia were never a part of the union, so 
they don’t have to leave it: they were occu- 
pied, and there was never any consent 
whatsoever. In the case of some of theother 
republics, there was genuineconsent, which 
was later perverted by changing events, so 
that it ended up becoming forced consent. 
This idea that you have to get everybody's 
agreementbefore youdosomethingisagain 
another way of trying to prevent a person 
or country which is free from negotiating 
on its own terms, once again in a master- 
servant relationship. 

The Russians, more than anyone else, 
have been in this subservient role, and if 
they decide to assert their emancipation in 
a similar way, then there will be nothing 
left of the union at all. Lithuania, ina sense, 
is only adry run for the most fundamental 
problems of the Soviet Union to be solved. 
It really doesn’t present a significant threat 
in itself; as in marital problems, the argu- 
ments are still over the little things rather 
than over the largest issues, because you 
can’t face the largest issues. One of the tasks 
that Lithuanians haveisto remind the world 
that they are not the real problem for the 
Soviet Union, that they are only a small 
skirmish. The real struggle is something 
that the Soviets can’t yet face. 

The real problem is how the Russians 
view themselves, what kind of life and 
government they want. Instead of facing 
this essential problem, the Soviet Union is 
focusing on a little antagonist, which really 
never was an antagonist to begin with. 


members of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR 
that Lithuania has underscored on many occa- 
Sions ils sincere hope that immediate negotia- 
tions would commence with the Government 
of the USSR so that both parties might openly 
and rationally discuss all issues currently 
outstanding between them. The Government 
of Lithuania has set no preconditions for such 
negotiations, and on several occasions Lithu- 
anian representatives in Moscow have had 
contacts with the President of the USSR, 
The Government of Lithuania wishes to 
convey to the members of the Supreme Soviet 
of the USSR and the Government of the 
USSR the sincere wish of all Lithuanians for 
lly-beneficial political ic and 


posi- 
tive developments in Lithuania, the USSR 
and East-Central Europe. ` 


Vilnius, March 21, 1990 


le 12 Mars, 1990 


La France qui n'a jamais reconnu l'annexion de la 
Lithuanie acte de la proclamation du Conseil Su- 
preme de Lithuanie. 

Le libre choix des Lithuaniens a ete rendu possible par 
les reformes de democratisation engagees par M. GOR- 
BATCHEV et la France souhaite que des relations nou- 
velles s'etablissent maintenant par la negociation entre 
TURSS et la Lithuanie. 

Ministere des affaires etrangeres 

Paris, France 


March 11, 1990 


The United States has never recognized the forcible 
incorporation of the ep eta states of Estonia, Latvia, 
or Lithuania into the USSR. We have consistently sup- 


ported the Baltic peoples’ inalienable right to peaceful selt- 
determination. 


The new Parliament has declared its intention to re- 
store Lithuanian independence. The United States would 
urge the Soviet government to respect the will of the citi- 
zons of Lithuania as expressed through thoir freely elected 
representatives and expects the government of Lithuania 
to consider the rights of its minority population. 

The United States believes it is in the mutual interest of 
Lithuania, the Soviet Union, and all CSCE countries to re- 
solve this issue peacefully. 

‘We call upon the Soviet government to address its 
concems and interests through immediate constructive 
negotiations with the governments of Lithuania. 

We hope that all parties will continue to avoid any ini- 
tiation or encouragement of violence. 

of the Press Secretary 
The White House 


March 13, 1990 


Congratulations. 

With admiration, the Latvian people in the free world 
have witnessed uana s fgh for freedom, We congratu- 
late you, Mr. President, the Lithuanian people, and 
wish you the best of luck in the difficult task ahead; the 
restoration of free and independent Lithuania. 

Gunars Meierovics, President 

World Federation of Free Latvians 


The following telegram was sent by Lithuanian Presi- 
dent Vytautas isin response to Soviet Presdient 
hai Gorbachev's demand izued on March 15,195 
adopted March 11, re esabisking the ependent 
Republic of Lithuania, and report wi three days what 
measures would be taken to do 50. 


His Excellency : 
Peden of the USSR 
toft 
mie March 18, 1990 
Vilnius 


pear, Mr. President, 
n to your 
Supreme Council of the 
decision by the third 
Pe , I wish to inform you . 
by ha Earn Council of Republic of Lithuania are 
invalid does not have ion. 
2. Human rights in yor ncn ara age by the 
laws of the — oi ore which oe with 
ternal practices agree- 
ments, and are defended by the Lithuanian Government 
and the courts. The USSR interests in Lithuania 


quiy anouk e poston of the 
ic of Lithuania regarding a 
i the Congress of 


should be specifically defined throu; otiations and 
wu; receive careful consideration by Republic of Lithu- 


3. The Lithuanian State is taking measures that law and 
me is maintained in the territory of the Republic of 


i of Peoples Depu- 
ties on Mach is 1990 and PAAS by national Soviet 
television ted the facts and contained elements 
of interference. We have always been of the opinion and 
continue to believe that all problems concerning relations 
between countries must be resolved only by political 
means with the utmost regard for peace and g ill. 
With respect, 

V. Landsbergi 


President of the Supreme Council of 
The Republic of Lithuania 


War of nerves 
Statements exchanged between the Soviet Union 
and the Republic of Lithuania after March 11 


March 16, 1990 


In response to the Lithuanian Parliament's Address to 
the Nations ofthe World, the Senate accepted the resolu- 
tion in which the continuity and independence of the Lithu- 
anlan State was proclaimed along with its return to the 
family of free nations; and heartily congratulates the im- 
ee change which has occurred in the life of the brother 
nation. 

Freedom and independence are the main goan for 
which our nations have struggled for generations. We hope 
that Independent Lithuania will be able to progress suc- 
cessfully and live in peace and harmony with all of its 
neighbours. 

e Parliament of the Republic of Poland 

Warsaw 


- March 13, 1990 


It gives us great pleasure to salute the fact that devel- 
opments in the Soviet Union in the direction of democracy, 
have given Lithuania the ability to hold free elections to the 
Parliament of the Republic. 

The new parliament has now begun its first session. A 
large majority of its members have expressed the desire of 
Lithuanians to realize their right to national self-determina- 
tion and independence. 

Accepted resolutions reflect wide-spread unity and 
strength in the will of the people. We hope that the legal 
right of the Lithuanian people to self-determination will be 
realized according to the laws and the spirit of the Helsinki 


rds. 

Also, last Saturday and Sunday, the Estonian Con- 
gress met in Tallin and expressed clear demands for inde- 
pendence. This must be interpreted as a deep-rooted, 
wide-spread manifestation of the will of the people, and is 
yet another step towards greater political self-determina- 


Sweden, in adherence to universal principles of inter- 
national law, recognizes as sovereign all countries that 
meet the necessary criteria of national statehood. These 
criteria are as follows: the existence of territory, a popula- 
tion within its boundaries, and a government within this 
territory able to maintain sovereignty and effectively control 
the territory. 

The Foreign Minister of Sweden 

Stockholm, Sweden 


To the Chairman of 

The Supreme Soviet of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics 
His Excellency Mikhail Gorbachev 


We, deputies of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania, elected democrati 
of Lithuania, who for many decades have striven to restore the ind 


you that on March 11, 1990, the Su 


a selection of statements and greetings to the Republic 
of Lithuania after the March 1990 declaration of independence 


1990 
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International Response 


March 12, 1990 
Canberra, Australia 


The Australian Government acknowledges the resolu- 
tion of the freely elected Parliament of Lithuania declaring 
it to be an independent state. We welcome any develop- 
ment which lends reality to the Lithuanian independence 
we already legally recognise. ast 

This declarat n Mans the ete ang most si rool 
stage in the tide ange sweeping Europe w 
hope will lead to the peaceful re-emergence of all the Bal- 
tic States into the family of nations. 

Australia has.already recognised for many years the 
legal right of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia to exist as inde- 
ponden states. Like many other western governments we 

ave refused to accept in intemational law the incorpora- 
tion of the three Baltic States into the Soviet Union in 1940, 
reflecting the self-proclaimed Soviet sovereignty over 


them. 

Australia thus recognises that the declaration repre- 
sents the aspirations of the the Lithuanian people to 
achieve economic and political independence through 
peaceful and democratic means, 

The Government fully appreciates i> at it is the unprece- 
dented process of reform in the Sov: t Union which has 
make it possible for the newly electe Lithuanian Parlia- 
ment to approve the declaration. The soviet Government 
has already shown vision in acknowledging the validity of 

ranting greater economic and cultural autonomy to the 

atic States, and is currently examining constitutional 
changes to provide a formal mechanism for enabling suc- 
cession by its constituent republics, _ 

I urge the Soviet Union to recognise and respect the 
declaration, and to refrain from actions inimical to the inter- 
ests of either party. | hope that poni parties will now avoid 
confrontation, and enter into a period of constructive nego- 
tiations leading to full and viable economic and political 
independence for Lithuania. 


Senator Gareth Evans 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
Australia 


Today, my envoy in Moscow handed me your personal 
letter in which you ask me to support Lithuania's independ- 
ence and to encourage the recognition of the independ- 
ence of the Republic of Lithuania by the Czechoslovakian 
government. 

The Czechoslovakian people and I personally sympa- 
thize with Lithuania’s efforts to achieve freedom and inde- 
pendence. The unfortunate conclusion and political impu- 
tations of the Second World War were such that Lithuania, 


| Latvia and Estonia were forcibly annexed into the USSR, 


and this annexation was done without any regard for inter- 


# national law. Czechoslavakia, with its present-day politics 


based on respect tor inalienable human rights, is a sup- 
porter of the Helsinki process and, without a doubt, sup- 
ports the right to national self-determination, including the 
right to the re-establishment of statehood. 

Vaclav Havel 


President of the Czechoslovakian Sécialist Republic 


March 12, 1990 
Vinee 


tically and freely by the 
dent statehood pep fpem Aa arim 


preme Council of the Republic of Lithuania adopted legal acts and political decisions 


establishing the restoration of the independent Lithuanian State. 


The texts of these documents are attached to this letter. 
We hope that 
lutions, and that 
We 


u and the entire leadershi) of the Soviet Union will show good will and favourably view our reso- 
Union of Soviet Socialist lics will ize the Lithuanian 
are inviting you to view this letter as an official pro 


g th 
anticipate that you will pay special attention to the safety of the young people of Lithuania currently serving in the Soviet 
We wish to maintain good and stable political and economic relations with the Soviet Union, and we anticipate that 


you will exhibit a reciprocal position and attitude. 
Respectfully yours, 


Address to the President of the USSR 
The Council of the Republic of Lithuania, 


a 

supported by mandates from the Lithuanian nation, states: - 
. The 

PPT 


vernment of Lithuania will not impede the 
activities of Soviet army oops based for a limited period 
of time in the territory of the Republic while pursuing 
negotiations with the government of the USSR co! 
the status of those troops, Until conclusions are rea 
Armed Forces of the USSR, the Internal and Border Army 
should not execute maneuvers or deployment within the 
territory of the Republic, and should not increase the pres- 


ent contingency without the agreement of the government 
of Lithuania. Likewise, the pee ay ae of the Republic 
will assure the safety of the Soviet Army’s soldiers, mili- 


tary officers and their families in Lithuania. 

2 The peopie of Lithuania and the Supreme Council of 
Lithuania wish citizens (soldiers, military officers and their 
families) of the Republic to be immediately and safely 
returned to Lithuania. 

3. We ask you, honorable USSR President, to give the 
appropriate orders to the government of the USS; 

Vytautas Landsbergi 
President of the Supreme Counci 
The Republic of Lithuania 
Vilnius, March 11, 1990 


Vytautas Land: i 
EREET semiar arr or 
The lic of Lithuania 
To the President of the USSR M. Gorbachev, 
To the President of the Council of Ministers 


To the Minister of Defense of the USSR, D. Yazov, 
March 21, 1990 
Vilnius 


Although the massive amount of miliary sL ews. a 
the airspace of Lithuania has been halted, the number of 
mili forcas of different brachen 06 ine supe oe 


es the trooper been augmented. 
The Government of the ic of Lithuania urgently 


agai hope that the military forces remain in your 

control and will not be used in any way that will compro- 
mise you. : 

Kazimiera Prunskiene 

Prime Minister 


Cabinet of Ministers 
The Republic of Lithuania 
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One day later 


Egle, a music teacher, 30: 
Twasmoved when ithappened. We 
were all watching it on television, and 
I could see how moved some of the 
deputies in the Parliament were, how 
the hands of grown men were trem- 
bling when theact was proclaimed. As 
for me, the emotion was accompanied 
by a sense of disbelief: are we really 
free now? can it really be so easy? As 
one of my co-workers said today: this 
was too easy, it’s no holiday for me. 
How could pane on it re- 
quired two yearso work, 0! - 
ration? That a tremendous amount of 
iet work has been more important 
than some proclamation made with 
great fanfares? As well, people wereall 
ie for this, it did not te likea 
lt of lightning or a surprise to any- 
one. Peogle have become bit tired of 
mass meetings and celebrations. I think 
that therapture ofthese twenty months 
of Sajudis is dying down, and we are 
reuming to our more normal, sedate 

ves, 


I was outside [the Supreme Soviet 
building] several timesduring the day. 
Some people were there all day, from 
ing until after midnight. It was 

were ing there 


with broken , all co, but 


happy. People were shoutin; 
tava hu lais 


falling apart. They were wonder- 
were a 
, those last hours of wait- 
ing. But still, there wasn’t that sense of 
euphoria that felt at the first events a 
year and a nait agos L think we ie 
anians are deeply attatched to sym- 
bols. The morning our national fla; 
was reinstated, on October 7th [1988], 
it was raised on the castle tower on 
Gediminashill [inthecentreof Vilnius]. 
We were weeping, singing; we held 
hands, it was as if an electric current 
coursed throughallofus. Butlast night, 
I was walking in the rain down the 
Eee {the main street in Vilnius], 
and I was shocked by how few people 
there were in the streets, co! to 
the crowds that used to come out. 
People were much more interested in 
watching the [Supreme Council] ses- 
sion on television, up close. 

This morning, when I greeted my 
pupils in the choir, one boy came up to 
me and said, “Teacher, this is wonder- 
ful for you Lithuanians, but I’m a Rus- 
sian, what about me?” And I had to 


stop all m triotic specimina 

an explain ta this child {thisisalzo 
his homeland, that we love him here 
too. And after twenty minutes he real- 
ized that he could eam 1 as Wel 
In general, most of m. ils didn’t 
want to doany work tod2y they spent 
all day talking about politics. It was 
dear that they spoke about nothing 


else at home as well. 
Ana Tuduiko, Polish student, age 20 

T watched the events on television 
yesterday, well, not everythi ut 
Yratched them. I think [ Sents] ; 


=e OK, but oe afraid. of wrar wi 
ppennext, of how relations een 
i will be, how [Lithuanians] will 
uponnon-Lithuanianshere, Poles, 
Russians, orussians, and others. 
Will they [Lithuanians] let Poles get 
her education in Polish, will we get 
? 
LR: Do you sense any 
pressure from Lithuanians now 
Ana: No, I don’t. Not now, not yet. 
LR: How do you feel about the new 
leadership? 
Ana: 
would be el .-- I would rather have 
Brazauskas. 


Petras, a ioner, age 76: 

We favent had tme yet to grasp 
thecontents of all this. But the Supreme 
Soviet is making decisions, and all m 
life no one did anything. But it’s stil 
too early to rejoice. We'll rejoice later, 
when ae can ser the a What 
they've done is only on . we 
can't expect a pe ber veniam from 
Moscow. 


LR: How do you feel about 
Land: is as chairman? 

Petras: Well, maybe he will do a 
good job. He's a founder of Sajudis, 
and Sajudis has a lot of authority in 


tive 


thought that Brazauskas ` 


The day, after. the Lithuanian parliament declared the re-estab- 
lishmentiof the independent/Republic of Lithuania, The Lithuz 


anian Review asked/people in Vilnius how they felt. 


Lithuania. Of course, Brazauskas could 
doa lot more. But he [Landsbergis] has 
been elected, and he has three assis- 
tants... We'll see how he does his job. 


Aldona, a pharmacist, deported to 
Siberia as a child and rai recent 
rehabilitated; age 50: 

I spent all day yesterday at the tele- 


yapn. Ana 4 was very unean Soe 

I fee! SO! r ose 
wis did not live D sae ihis day. It’s 
probabal that Lansbergis was 
chosen, use we are too disap- 
pointed with the Party. I have nothing 
against oe as a person, but he 

ts the A 

Our work collate is made up of 
both Lithuanians and Russians. We 
Lithuanians greeted one another with 
tears in our eyes, on the first day of 
Lithuania’s independence. The Rus- 
sians were all unhappy, m didn’t 
talk much today, looking asif they had 
“sold their lands”, as people.say. And 
they are worried, because our phar- 
macy depends for its supplies on a 
central Soviet supplier; Up until now, 
they have felt as if they were heads of 
the household here in Lithuania, and 
now the situation is reversed. 


It will be a difficult time now. We ; 


can't hope that Moscow will be gentle; 
jr have truly inflicted a great deal of 
suffering on our people. But we are 
moving towards a new period. In the 
long run, maybe, there will no longer 
be such great injustice here. It will 


difficult; eb Aa amet 4 
suffered through so much, they wil 


put up with more for the sake of free- 
dom. 


Vita, an engineer, age 27: 

Somehow it’s hard to believe that 
we're independent... the army, foreign 

vernment [structures] are still here.I . 

1 a little uneasy. It’s hard to be opti- 
misticabout thereaction from Moscow. 
Thisisa moment that we've longed for, 
but it’s still hard to believe that we're 
ioe? aaa As for the chairman [of 
theSupreme Council], well, personally 
I like Brazauskas better, as a person, 
even though heisthe CommunistParty . 
leader. s 


Henrikas Cigriejus, a poet, age 52: 
This is a moment we have been 
awaiting for years. But, somehow, I 
dont feel elated. Why? I don’t know. 
Maybe we have waited too long. You 
know, when you wait and wait and 
wait forsomething, and then getit, you 
don’t feel the same elation. But we 
could not have waited much longer - 
you can’t jump across an abyss in two 
steps. 
And as far as literature goes, well, 
wewon’tsuddenly writeanything new. 
It seems to me that when we were op- 
Pp |, wesomehow wrote more. You 
might think that now our handsareun- 
bound, we can say what we want. But 
that doesn’t necessarily make for bet- 
ter literature. No one at all wants to 
return to those horrible times, of hor- 


rible prssure and horribly strict censor- 
ship. Beut in the last years our litera- 
ture had liberated itself considerably, 
and in a strange way that oppression 
helped literature, gave it urgency. It 

roduced some untarnished poetry - 
hat of Martinaitis and Geda, and even 
rindi na a 
known poets]. These people grew u 
under Oppression. Iwonder ifthey will 
ever write more beautiful things. You 
can’t write decent poetry about frec- 
domand independence directly. When 
we spoke in a muted voice, we said 
very noble.and beautful things, with- 
out sentimentalism. But God help us, I 
don’t want to return to those days, 
even if they did produce better litera- 
ture. 


leva, a student, age 19: : 
It feel wia . From morning, 


great ay. 

until evening yest I watched [the 
session] on television. the actual 
declaration was made, it was odd, it 
was hard to believe. But this morning I 
went to lectures [at Vilnius University] 
and we talked about nothing else all 
day, and I think it’s great. I can really 
feel a difference in people here. 

LR : What reaction do you expect 
from Moscow? 

leva: It’s hard to guess. We have to 
waitand see. They'll talk aboutit toda’ 
[at the Congress of People’s Deputies], 
these will be heated days. But I hopefor 
the best, we will hold out. We are now 
legally in a firm position, we are inde- 
pendent, and it won’t be simple for 
them to finish us off. Of course, there 


justas Kuliesius, high school student, 
age 13: Š 
Well, I think it’s very good 


4 , though 
it’s not clear how Moscow will react. 
When I saw it happen on television, I 


felt everything - joy and tears and eve- 
rything. I think Moscow will give us 
independence. 


LR: How do you feel about 
Landsbergis and Brazauskas? 


Justas: I think Landsbergis is better. 
Anon us woman, about 50 years 


of age: 

Oh don’t ask me that, I’ll start... I 
think it [the declaration of independ- 
ence] is wonderful, it’s wonderful... 
ine tears] : 

iminas, a geographer, a 

When inde rrira acer 
yeca , well, its hard to say how I 
elt. As if we didn't yet have ít in our 
hands. That’show it felt. Ithinkitcould 
be another ten years before we will 
havesomething to be happy about. But 
I think it’s go it these de uties are 
careful, we will get our way. But! think- 


letely, although I’m 
Frith Brazauskas 


7 


ithappen. Itwasaha moment. But 
Eme ae ni = fan Rane ted 
ionisonlyon „Now, 
have only saio Xe Bul nothing ha 
chan low cape more 
has be a we have to work. 
But I'm optimistic, [don’t think we can 
turn back now. 


Birute Butkeviciene, a library direc- 
tor, age 50: 

am very, very happy today. This is 
the fame of our ren. When it 
ha , we all embraced, my hus- 
band and I embraced our children. We 
wept. We are still weeping. No matter 
how harsh the reaction [from Moscow] 
may be, we will persevere. 
think Landsbergisis aman ofspirit, 
something that we were so short of. 
Before, we feltour spirituality, butcould 
not express it as we can now. We are 
truly very happy. 
Czeslawa a Polish woman worker, 
age 40: 
am Polish. And what can I say? 


Maybeit willbe . But weareafraid 
that there might be a blockade. We are 
onourownnow. And who knows how 


it will work out? And about Lansber- 
gis, you know, I'll tell you, maybe he’s 
alright, but my opinionis, well, [would 
have wanted Brazauskas. 
LR: Doyou fear pressure from Lithu- 
anians? 
Czeslawa: From Lithuanians? Yes, 
we do fear it, we do. I haven't felt any 
et. So far we have been friendly. My 
usband is a Lithuanian, and we 
aone very well. But I don’t know how 
it will be. 
Mindaugas K, a drunk high school 


student, age 18: 
Yeah, f saw it on TV. I don’t feel 


much aboutit. So far it’s just the start of 
all that. Maybe we'll get freedom, wel 
live better maybe. I hope so. ` 

Vidmantas,a pos worker, age 42: 

I'm for an independent Lithuania. 
But it’s hard to say what my feelings 
[about yesterday's declaration] are. I 
think is § good that Landsbergis was 
elected, and I trust our deputies. I think 
they can lead Lithuania to independ- 
ence. We know how Moscow will react, 
a blockade, all kinds of things are pos- 
sible. But we will suffer through every- 
thing. For an independent Lithuania. 
Weare prepared. 
Antanas Rublevicius, a postal 
worker, age 55: 

lam very pleased with the new par- 
liament, and with professor Landsber- 
gis. Perhaps Brazauskas would be good 
as well, but I think Lansbergis is more 
suitable at this time. I think [fhe depu- 
ties] were right to move towards inde- 
pendence as fast as possible. 


nomic difficulties. But when tholews 
left Egypt and went into the desert, 
God watched over them. I think He 
will not abandon us. All we need is a 
minimum to survive. 

I trust our new Parliament com- 
displeased 
to accept a 
post in the government. He only re- 
vealed his mal ambitions [to be- 
come President] by doing that. 

Ithink it’s a good Parliament- even 
the Poles who abstained from voting 
for independence. I think that's fine. 
They openly, politely presented their 
position. 


My students today were most con- 


All day they ed amon 
selves eal as or Lan is? - 
ignoring the essential matters. 

also talked about tanks. Other- 
wise they were all quite jubilant. These 
kids follow all the events on television, 
they know all about them. But their 


Landsbergis has certain shortcomings. opinions aren't really theirs, but those 


Gintaras Skutas, a student, age 20: 
I was watching on TV myself, I saw 


their parents. 
rnotograph by Z. Bulgakovas 


8 


The LITHUANIAN REVIEW, March 23, 1990 


1918 to 1920 


How indepen 


by Edward Tuskenis 
uanian Revi rtunity. The Germans occu 

—— Caen as ane tho hen of 
On March 11, 1990, the Su- a te Lithuanian state crys- 
e Council of Lithuania, in tallized soon thereafter, first 
leclaring the restoration of anin- among Lithuanian emigres in the 
dependent Lithuanian state, re- West, and then, after the February 
ferred to the declaration of inde- 1917 Revolution in Russia, in 


pendence of February 16, 1918, 
stating that this declaration of 72 
years had never lost its 
validity and was one of the con- 
stitutional foundations of the 
state of Lithuania. By the same 
token, the actual declaration of 
1918 had also declared the re-es- 
tablishment of an independent 
State. 

The Grand Duchy of Lithu- 
ania had, of course, existed from 
the 13th century, first as an inde- 

lent state, then as of the 
ithuanian-Polish Common- 
wealth, frally bang swallowed 
ps eS 1795. The growth 
national self-consciousness in 
Eastern = in the late 1%h 
century expression in 
Lithuania. Faced by twin ngas 
of Polonization and Russification, 
the Lithuanians at this point were 
concerned with surviving as a 
culturg and, their relatively 
weak position, spoke only in 
terms of Sear autonomy 
within the Russian Empire. In the 
West, meanwhile, the concept of a 
Lithuanian nationality separate 
sally the sess haem nor univer- 
accepted non-Lithuani- 

ans. The outbreals of World Warl, 
however, changed the political 


scape. 

Wond War I, in a very real 
sense, —_— the ——— of 
an independent Lithuania 
sible. Given the imperialistie de- 
signs of both Germany and Rus- 
sia in Eastern Europe, only a col- 
lapse of both these powers would 
give Lithuania a window of op- 


Lithuania itself. 

In September 1917, the Ger- 
mans allowed the Lithuanians to 
hold a conference in Vilnius, 
which in turn elected a 20-mem- 
ber council, or Taryba, which was 
to play, until the actual formation 
of a Lithuanian government in 
late 1918, the g role in the 
struggle for Lithuania’s inde- 
pendence. The Germans hoped to 
use the Taryba as more or less a 
puppet government, but the 

uanians resisted, 

On December 11, 1917, the 
Taryba passed a declaration of the 
restoration of an independent 
Lithuanian state, but, under pres- 
sure from = Germans, included 
a proviso for a “permanent and 
firm alliance” with the German 
Empire. The ennan planned to 
eveni annex uania, 

did rae immediat: a y 
declaration, and the Lithuanians 
were also rebuffed 


tenps in — at- 
to ite at 
talk between the Germans and 


Russians at Brest-Litovsk. 

On February 16, 1918, the 
Taryba passed another declara- 
tion of independence, this time 
without mention of any ties to the 
German Empire. (February 16.is 
the date traditional celebrated 
as Lithuanian Independence 
Day.) The Germans were not 

leased with this action, and the 
ithuanians felt the need to state 
that the new declaration did not 
necessarily replace the December 
11 document. 
The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk 


Decree by The President 


of the USSR 


. n Jemental methods in order to tee the rights of Soviet 
citizens prot the sovereignty of the USSR in the territory of the 
Lithuanian SSR. 

i ing the March 15, 1990 resolutions of the Congress of 
Peoples’ ties of the USSR, the Su e Soviet and government of 
the Lith SSR continue to adopt acts which violate the rights 


of Soviet citizens and the sovereignty of the USSR. Therefore, I res 


olve: 


1. That the USSR Council of Ministers, local executive and branch 


affiliates of Peoples’ 
must 


Deputy Councils, and institutions of law and order 
guarantee obedience to the Constitution of the USSR and those 


laws of the Constitution which defend the justified rights of USSR citi- 


zens living in the Lithuanian SSR. 


2. The border army of internal affairs must take the necessary 


measures to 


those USSR borders which lie along 


the territo: 


of Lithuania, blocking the way for illegal actions that violate USSR laws 


on state borders, 


3. Totem ily suspend the July 23, 1975 Resolution of the USSR 
Council of Maines ‘On Standard Proced 


No. 646" 


to forbid the sale of 
must turn in the wea 


Ministry of Internal 


ure for the Buying, 


and aone of Hunting Weapons”. And for the time being, 
r in the republic The citizens of Lith: 

ns in 

irs for temporary storage within seven days. 


ion to institutions of the 


The Ministry of Internal Affairs will be responsible for the confiscation 
of weapons if citizens refuse to turn in their weapons. The USSR Min- 


Defense is to take the weapons from institutions of the Minis- 


try of Internal Affairs and guarentee their storage. 


4. The USSR Ministry o 


Foreign Affairs and the USSR Ministry of 


nal Affairs is to take necessary measures to prevent foreign citizens 


8 
to the t of expel 
the icy Bete of Forei 
5. This decree is in 


ect from the moment of its signing. 


President of the USSR 
M. Gorbachev 


The Lithuanian Review is also available in London 
at Collet's International Bookstore 


129-131 Charing Cross Road 
tel: (01) 734-0782/3 


SSR, even 


between Germany and Russia 
was signed on March 3, 1918, 
whereby the Russians up all 


claim to Lithuania, Then, on 
March 23, 1918, the government 
of the German Empire nized 
de the ind lence of the 
Lithuanian state on the basis of 
the December 11 declaration. 
German authorities, however, 
refused to allow the Taryba to 
organize administration of the 
country, and prepared to join 
Lithuania to either Prussia or 
Saxony. Hoping to avoid that 
eventuality, the Taryba asked 
Wilhelm von Urach, the Duke of 
Wurttemburg in Germany, to be 
king of a Lithuania organized as a 
constitutional monarchy; Urach 
agreed in July 1918. The Germans 
continued their military admini- 
stration of the country, refusing to 
allow the Taryba to o any 
kind of ent until the very 
last days of the war, which also 
saw the Lithuanians withdraw 
their offer to Urach. On Novem- 
ber 2, 1918, the Taryba passed a 
Provisional Constitution, and Au- 
puss Voldemaras was se- 
lected prime minister of a provi- 
sional government on November 
5. He formed a cabinet on No- 
Narr pd 11—the day World War I 


Although possessing an offi- 
cially functioning government, 
Lithuania still found itself under 
German occupation. The Ger- 
mans, however, did begin the 
process of transferring admini- 
stration to the new government. 

Lithuanian Communists, 
meanwhile, at Moscow’s instruc- 
tion, ste up their activities 
and deckped the formation of a 
Lithuanian Communist govem- 
ment in Vilnius on December 16, 
1918. Retreat of German forces 
allowed the Bosheviks to occu 
Vilnius on January 4, 1919. The 
Germans, however, halted before 
Kaunas, preventing the Commu- 
nists and the Red Army from tak- 
ing over the rest of the country. 

The Lithuanian government, 
which had fled to Kaunas, was 
reorganized on December 26, 
with Mykolas Slezevicius now 
prime minister. January saw the 
start of the organization of a 
Lithuanian army, which first took 
per: in combat on February 10, 

919. Lacking Western recogni- 


tion as yet, the Lithuanians were 
not admitted to the Peace Confer- 
ence that opened in Paris on Janu- 

ary 18. 
A new cabinet under Pranas 
laitis took over on March 


_12, and on April 4, Antanas Sme- 


tona was elected by the Taryba to 
a newly-created pon of president. 
On April 12, the government 
changed again, with Slezevicius 
once more as prime minister. 
Relations with Poland, which 
had always been a 
lem, now moved to the mt; 
the Polish army, advancin 
a the Bolsheviks, caj 
hiems on April 20, 191 — 
unist t, 
had never been a real force, fled, 
effectively ending its existence. 
The next few months saw the 
Lithuanians and Poles, with the 
involvement of the Western pow- 


ers, try to come to some kind of . 


agreement over the city of 
inius. Two lines of demarcation 
between Lithuanian and Polish 
forces were drawn in June and 
July of 1919, The Germans, in the 
aos exestanlty, peee 
and eventual thuan: 
completely in December 1919. 
great importance to the 
Lithuanians was the Pua rec- 
ition itish on 
toward Lithuania, in comparison 
to that of other Western powers, 
had been quite favorable. 

A new cabinet was formed 
under Ernestas Galvanauskas on 
October 7, 1919. The German 
withdrawal by the end of the year 
meant that Lithuanian territory, 
with the ion of Vilnius, was 
free of foreign troops. Diplomatic 
recognition from other Western 
states, nevertheless, was slow in 
coming. 

Elections to the Lithuanian 
Constituent Assembly were held 
on April 14 and 15, 1920, with the 
Christian Democrats winning a 
majority. Aleksandras Stulgi Sis 
was elected president, while the 
Galvanauskas cabinet remained 
in place until June. The Assembly 
also felt the need to issue a decla- 


ration of the ind ce of a 
Lithuanian state, = say gracor teal 
Assembly did much to facilitate 
diplomatic recognition; de facto 
rec ition came from France 
and Poland in May and July, re- 


dence was first won 


Pe Negbtiations with the Rus- 


back; the Red Army took Vilnius 
on July 14, 1920. Russians 
handed the city over to the Lithu- 
anians on August 26. The turn of 
the tide in the Polish-Soviet war 
again presented the threat of Pol- 
ish occupation 


yA bd scapes An 
agreement town of 
Suwalki by the Poles and Lithu- 
anians on October 7, 1920, set a 
new line of demarcation, leaving 
Vilnius on the Lithuanian side. 


tensib! e force, seized 
Vilnius on October 9 In spte of 
involve- 


hea of Nations 
proc fo dis a compro- 


mise solution was never found, 
and it was not until 1939 that the 
Lithuanians were to regain 


ius, by late 1920 
Lithuania had quite estab- 
lished itself as an independent 
state. 

The United States granted 
Lithuania de jure tion on 
August 28, 1922. The basic policy 
a e United States in ei imme- 

iate postwar period been 
su of an indivisible, non- 
Bo! tevik Rutaia jas a nesa, sup 
ofin ence for the Bal- 
lag States pend weak as long as 
am wasa nea that the Bol- 
eviks might be defeated. Recog- 
nition came only after the post- 
war order in Eastern Europe had 
been more or less settled. 

World War I, through its de- 
struction of the German and Rus- 
sian empires, gave the Lithuanian - 
national movement the chance to 
attempt formation of an inde- 


tainly, 

days proved hel 
tacit support m the West, 
which however, did not express 
itself in formal recognition. 


"I wish I were back in Afghanistan. Things were so 
much simpler there!" 
— Anatole Lieven, The Times of Londo 
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